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OUR HERITAGE, OUR WEALTH

dnJdonall The entire calendar year can be boiled down to a two-word slogan that encapsulates all that Culture and
Tourism sought to communicate to the world. This heritage, these landmarks, and this identity are in fact our
true everlasting wealth. These assets are the only way to enrich our country and utilize its impressive icons,
products, and folklore, and all that makes it unique to achieve the vision of the slogan created by the World
Tourism Organization: Tourism Enriches.

Indeed, tourism enriches both individual citizens and the country as a whole, and positions it as a destination of
choice for the type of tourists we hope to attract. We are all very well aware that urban development is linked to the
culture of the city, its landmarks, and its character, and this message must be communicated first and foremost
to our citizens who are often willing to travel halfway around the world before setting foot in the landmarks of
their own homeland!
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Culture and Tourism's “Bahrain is Your Destination” campaign targets both our citizens and those who visit our
country looking to experience something new and different. This is especially true in a world which is converging
and becoming increasingly uniform due to the overpowering influence of cultural globalization. Indeed, our glass-
clad towers, and what we wear, eat, and listen to are becoming more or less identical, a process accelerated by the
development and proliferation of communication tools and channels.

OUR YEAR OF HERITAGE 2015

Certain places, however, have diligently safeguarded their distinctive character, and their individuality is a major
draw for tourists seeking an alternative aesthetic and character. As such, it carries immense value which we must
respect and appreciate.

Beauty is nature's gift. Long ago, cities used to place it in high esteem and abided by its rules! Therefore, we are
seeking to make it permeate every inch of our cities, open them up to the future, and develop them through the arts.

Urban development is linked to culture of the city, its landmarks, and its tools which include exhibitions, historical
points of interests, and festivals which have long been the linchpin of tourism. Certainly, people have long been
traversing the globe to discover the cultures and civilizations of other countries. And to this very day, tours —
regardless of the motives behind them — continue to feature a cultural component which enriches the experience.
Only tourism can utilize the beauty we have been blessed with to engage others. Only tourism can give historical,
cultural, and natural assets economic value on top of their inherent moral value, thus transforming them into a
new and viable source of income and employment.

The brochure you have in your hands is a plan for an entire year throughout which we will highlight our finest
assets, ranging from historical sites to pearls, costumes, architecture, and more. Twelve elements combine to
create a destination we want our citizens to discover, much in the same way others have loved, appreciated,
promoted, and returned to them again and again, and how - according to Dilmun legends - Gilgamesh did before
them when he came to this land in search of an earthly paradise and the flower of eternity.

| close with a mantra | am fond of repeating whenever | am discussing culture and tourism, and the importance of
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integrating those two areas: 'Countries that do not have a culture cannot attract tourism”.
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OUR DANCE
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OUR SWORDS
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OUR GAMES
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Berber Women of Morocco

January 15 - April 15, 2015
Bahrain National Museum

Berber women have been the guardians of traditions and language,
ensuring the preservation of the tribes' cultural heritage. Transmission of
the Berber (Amazigh) identity has been guaranteed by many symbols that
can be found in weaving, jewellery, wickerwork, pottery, etc. The Berber
Women of Morocco presents a sumptuous selection predominantly from
the collections of the Jardin Majorelle's Musée Berbére in Marrakech and
Musée du Quai Branly in Paris.

Architecture from the Arab World 1914-2014 - a Selection

March 2015
Amma’rt Fakhroo Muharraq (World Heritage Site)

Following its debut at the 14th International Architecture Exhibition,
la Biennale de Venezia, Fundamentalists and Other Arab Modernisms
Bahrain's National Participation will be shown in Bahrain. The exhibition
is a first attempt to gather an important number of architectural archives
from across the Arab World and reflects on the impact and legacy of the
modern project across the region.
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Temporary Exhibitions

April 15,2014 — April 15, 2015
Qal‘at al-Bahrain site

Qal'at Al-Bahrain through the Ages is an interactive art installation project
conceived by French artist Marie-Francoise Rouy and French composer
and sound designer Luc Martinez, with Japanese guest artist Chiharu
Shiota. The exhibition consists of six engraved glass stelae and three art
installations (Enki's Well, Madbasa and Threads of Memory).

Modern and Contemporary Saudi Art: The Al-Mansouria Collection

November 6, 2014 — March 15, 2015
Bahrain National Museum

Modern and Contemporary Saudi Art: The Al-Mansouria Collection
illustrates the evolution of Saudi contemporary art from the 1960s to
present day through the work of 30 artists and presents homage to pioneer
artist Safiya Binzagr. Ranging from paintings and sculpture to calligraphy
and video art, the featured artworks unveil the vibrant art of Saudi Arabia.
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A Journey in my Head: A Selection of Ethnic Headdresses

May 18 — Sept 30, 2015
Bahrain National Museum

A Journey in my Head draws on the permanent collection of Antoine de
Galbert, founder of La Maison Rouge in Paris. Featuring an outstanding
selection of ethnographic headdresses dating to the 20th century and
originating from various tribes in Africa, Amazonia, the Philippines, New
Guinea and others. Icons of primitive art, the headdresses reflect on
beauty and creativity as well as on the supernatural and the divine.

Permanent Exhibitions

Bahrain National Museum Permanent Collection
May 2015

Housed in a truly awe-inspiring, landmark building by Danish architects
Krohn and Hartvig Rasmussen., the Bahrain National Museum was opened
to the publicin 1988 and was the first modern museum in the region. The
remodelling of the permanent exhibition galleries aims to introduce an
innovative exhibition design to improve the interpretation of the collection
and to enhance visitor engagement and participation.
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April 2015
Art Centre

RIGHT-TO-LEFT focuses on what is currently happening in the Middle
East in terms of visual culture and society. The exhibition features over
40 artists and graphic designers, and displays artworks, installations and
posters, including a new set specially commissioned for the occasion of
the Bahrain show. The exhibited works present cross-cultural references
and styles ranging from experimental typography and type-design to
street art and graffiti.

April 9 - September 30, 2015
Bahrain National Museum

Using stories from the famous collection of fables known as Kalila
wa Dimna, this interactive exhibit proposes to bring the characters,
their relationships and lessons to life. The display showcases digitally
reproduced manuscripts from collections around the world, enriched by
original illustrations, and a digital guide to these stories. Originating at the
Children’s Museum in Indianapolis, the exhibition will travel to destinations
across the United States after its premiere in Bahrain.
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The Ribbon

Permanent Installation
Bab al Bahrain information centre

‘The Ribbon" is an installation located at the Bab Al Bahrain information
centre that provides essential information to tourists in Bahrain. Through
an interactive map, the visitor gets a glimpse of must-see cultural
destinations on theisland. The Ribbon is a veritable work of art, integrating
a multimedia booth that is complemented by showcases displaying
archaeological artefacts spanning 6000 years of Bahrain history.

Theatre Programme

Bahrain National Theatre Events

January - December 2015

Since its establishment in 2012, the Bahrain National Theatre has quickly
become a national landmark of Bahrain and an icon of its spirit which
nurtures and fosters culture in all its manifestations. This year, the theatre
will once again form the perfect setting to a wide variety of dazzling shows
by world-class artists and groups, ranging from opera, song, dance, music,
theatre, and so much more.

IN BAHRAIN
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Permanent Exhibition at the House of Sheikh Isa bin Ali Al Khalifa
November 2015

One of the most beautiful Islamic houses in the Gulf, the house of Shaikh
Isa bin Ali, ruler of Bahrain from 1869 t0 1932. The new exhibition aims to
highlight the life and legacy of the ruler of Bahrain and shed light on an
important episode in the history of Bahrain.

Permanent Exhibition at Shaikh Salman bin Ahmed Al Fateh Fort Museum
December 2015

In 2012, the interactive museum at the Shaikh Salman bin Ahmed Al
Fateh Fort opened to the public. Housed in the courtyard of the fort, the
permanent exhibition documents the history and tradition of the ruling
Al Khalifa family through a sequence of digital installations. Additional
displays will be introduced to supplement the existing exhibits and to
enhance the understanding of the ruling family, its life and traditions.
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Seminars and Workshops

Seminar
March 2015

Workshop
March 2015

International Museum Day - Museums for a Sustainable Society

Conference
May 2015
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Miscellaneous Events around Bahrain

Arab Tourism Day

25 February, 2015
Arab Regional Center for World Heritage

On the occasion of Ibn Battuta's birth date, the Arab Regional Center
for World Heritage celebrates five World Heritage sites through a
photo exhibition.

Little India

April 2015
Bab Al Bahrain

Little India documents the contribution of the Indian community to the history
of Bahrain - specifically Souk Manama - and highlights the relationship
between the two countries. The project will promote the area through a
series of site-specific interventions, including a public space with open air
Bollywood screening platform, an India Design Shop, branded bicycles for
rent and a signage solution which will draw attention to important sites.

All year long
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Shubbak

July 11-25, 2015
London

Bahrain art will be featured at the Shubbak festival in London this year.
Shubbak showcases the very best of contemporary Arab culture across a
wide range of art forms to a London and international audience.

Nour Festival

October — November 2015
London

Bahrain art will be featured at the Shubbak festival in London this year.
Shubbak showcases the very best of contemporary Arab culture across a
wide range of art forms to a London and international audience.
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International Events and Participations

Highlights from the Bahrain National Museum
(2nd millennium BC - 3rd cent AD).

October 28, 2014 — March 28, 2015

Sharjah Archaeology Museum, UAE

Ancient Bahrain: The Power of Trade explores the significance of Dilmun,
and Tylos, as a vital market place on the sea routes which linked the Ancient
Near East to the Indian Sub-continent. The exhibit reflects the dynamics
of trade in the region and illustrates centuries of enterprise and affluent
sea-trade on theislands of Bahrain, home to the Dilmun civilisation and its
political centre from 2050 BC.

May 1 - October 31, 2015
Milan Expo — Milan

The pavilion of the Kingdom of Bahrain at the Expo Milano 2015 is a poetic
interpretation of the cultural agrarian heritage of the country, which stems
from the ancient civilization of Dilmun. With ten distinctive fruit gardens,
the pavilion also features archaeological artefacts that perpetuate the
many myths of Bahrain as the location of the Garden of Eden.
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March - April 2015
Various Locations

This year's Spring of Culture carries extra significance as it celebrates its
10th anniversary. Marking this milestone, Bahrain's numerous and unique
culturally and historically important sites form the perfect backdrop to a
vibrant kaleidoscope of exciting cultural events and activities featuring
local, regional, and international talents who span the various cultural
spaces and forms of expression, from song, to music, theatre and art.

April 2015
Arad Fort

Now in its 23rd edition, the Bahrain Heritage Festival will feature the
inauguration of the Heritage Village. Located next to Arad Fort, the
festival brings the nation's unique culture and heritage to the forefront
and showcases the variety and diversity of a history that dates back over
five millennia. It offers Bahrainis, residents, and visitors the chance to see
some of the Kingdom's finest craftsmen at work.

TEN BRIGHT YEARS
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ANNUAL EVENTS

Bahrain Annual Fine Arts Exhibition

Bahrain National Museum

Under the patronage of the Prime Minister, HRH Prince Khalifa bin
Salman Al Khalifa, the 41st Annual Fine Arts Exhibition encourages
artists' contributions to be as spontaneous and uninhibited as possible in
order to allow for a wide-ranging artistic and cultural debate, unconfined
by any formal restrictions or boundaries. Full artistic expression will be
showcased unhindered for local audiences.

Every 2 years
Bahrain International Exhibition and Convention Centre

The Bahrain International Book Fair is one the biggest cultural events of
the year in Bahrain, showcasing the latest publications from publishing
houses, libraries, government agencies, embassies, and cultural
organizations, encompassing a broad spectrum of topics and interests,
all under one roof.
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Ta'a Al Shabab

August 29 — September 29, 2015
Various locations

Ta'a Al Shabab is an annual cultural festival run by young volunteers
which focuses on a wide range of cultural pursuits, including reading,
architecture, literature, fine arts, visual and performance arts, music, film,
technology, among others. The festival seeks to bring people out of their
comfort zones into the theatre that is Bahraini social life.

Eid Al-Adha

September 2015

Over the course of the Eid Al-Adha holiday, a wide range of cultural and
entertainment festivities will be held across Bahrain to mark this occasion.
The family-friendly events include song and music concerts by prominent
artists, traditional and folk shows which highlight Bahrain’s heritage and
culture, and many other events for the public to enjoy.
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Eid Al-Fitr

July 2015

To mark the end of the month-long fast of Ramadan, Eid Al-Fitr brings
a diverse programme of events and activities to celebrate the holy
occasion. The festivities which are held around the Kingdom cast a joyful
atmosphere of both entertainment and culture that the whole family can
enjoy together.

Bahrain Summer Festival

July 30 - August 31, 2015
Various locations

The Bahrain Summer Festival features a multi-cultural melting pot of
family-friendly stage shows and fun activities designed to educate,
entertain, and facilitate cultural exchange and dialogue. In addition to
Nakhool City's diverse slate of kid-friendly activities, the festival will
assemble a superb line-up of talented local, regional, and international
artists from a wide range of genres.
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Bahrain National Day

National Day

December 16-17

Bahrain transforms into a vibrant sea of red and white in the nationwide
patriotic celebrations every December to mark the country’'s National
Day. Residents and visitors alike take part in the multitude of shows and
activities taking place around the country during this time, especially those
which take place around Bahrain's cultural and historic landmarks which
stand as witness to Bahrain's unique and deep-rooted heritage.

ONGOING PROJECTS

This project includes the development of the site of Al Khamis mosque and
the establishment of a small visitor centre, designed by the internationally
renowned Danish museum designer and architect Claus Wohlert. In
addition to the preservation of the site, the visitors' centre will illustrate
the history of this significant Islamic monument and its historical
development.
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October 1 - 6, 2015
Cultural Hall and National Theatre

For the 24th year in a row, the Bahrain International Music Festival
invites musical innovators from around the world to headline its week-
long annual celebration of music. This year's musical performances
ranging from orchestral compositions to modern pop will once again
delight audiences with its eclectic mix of musical genres and traditions
from the Arab world and beyond.

Ma Namet Al Manama — Bahrain Nuits Blanches

December 15 - 16, 2015
Bahrain Museums

This twelve hour nighttime event, which is held annually in December
aims to encourage audiences in Bahrain to re-discover and tour
museums. A wide range of cultural and artistic events held around the
National Museum and its surrounding area are organised. Shows are
also held in and around the city of Manama itself, the city which never
sleeps, particularly on this night .
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Al Maktaba Al Khalifeya

The Al-Khalefeyah Library Project is the reconstruction of the original
library which once stood in its place in Muharrag, which was at the time one
of the first public libraries in Bahrain. Inside, the library will accommodate
a reading area, a research centre, a computer lab, and offices, and will
implement public and cultural programmes catering to the youth.

Manama Post Office

The Manama Old Post Office (formerly the Customs Office) project aims to
preserve the historical building while keeping its traditional heritage and
historical urban identity intact. The building is among the oldest in the
capital of Manama and dates back to the 1940s. The museum will include
the archives of the postal service as well as interactive audio-visual displays.

The Museum of Sound

The Museum of Sound is conceived around the original Radio of Bahrain
headquarters located in Adliya. The original building was built in the late
70s and housed the recording studios of the radio until the late 90s. The
Museum of Sound will showcase the archives of the radio, the first radio
to be broadcast out of the Gulf region, and will create a lively public area
around the original radio.
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Al Hedaya Al Khalifia School

Established in 1919 as the first modern girls school in Bahrain, the school
was housed in the northern part of Muharraq. The building is currently
being restored to host a permanent display that documents the history
of education in the Kingdom.

Dar Jinaa

The Dar Jinaa project comprises the transformation of the existing Dar
Jinaain the old city of Muharraq as well as an extension on a neighboring
plot, which will accommodate workshop and training areas. The new
Dar Al Jinaa will act as a training and research centre for traditional folk
music and will enhance the intangible heritage of Muharragq.

Dar Al Riffa Al Oda

The Dar Al Riffa Al Oda project comprises the conservation and
rehabilitation of the existing Dar in the old neighbourhood of East Riffa
as well as an extension on a neighbouring plot, which will accommodate
a larger performance hall and sleeping quarters. The new Dar Al Riffa
will enhance the intangible heritage of Riffa, and the folk singing that is
specific to this area of Bahrain.
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Bahrain Hotel

The Bahrain Hotel was officially opened by Shaikh Salman bin Hamad Al
Khalifa in 1950. The building is notable for its timber decorated balconies
to the front, and as one of the first hotels in the Gulf region it has received
many important dignitaries over the years. The project seeks to refurbish
the current building and to operate it as a boutique hotel within the historic
heart of Manama.

Pearling, Testimony of an Island Economy Urban Squares —

The 18 planned public squares create opportunities for encounter
between the residents of Muharraq and the visitors to the UNESCO site.
They also contain Indian Almond Trees planted on a grid that provide
shading and a floor cooling system which creates a micro-climate within
the city and much needed green areas of rest and play for children in the
dense residential neighborhoods.
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Al Alawi House

Al-Alawi House is part of the Pearling Road a series of sites in old
Muharrag which narrate the history of the pearling era in Bahrain and are
a UNESCO World Heritage site. The house is an example of the middle-
class residence of a trader built from the wealth derived from the supply
trade. The architecture of the house features luxury elements such as a
wind tower and decorative elements.

Badr Ghulum House

Badr Ghulum is a traditional folk medicine therapist and barber who set
up his business in Muharraq in 1912. During the pearling era, his house
gained the character of a small clinic for pearl divers. The clinic was the
earliest of its type in Muharrag and one of the rare locations all social
classes were welcomed and treated with dedication.
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FUTURE PROJECTS

This project combines two ways of knowledge transfer: the translation
of a hundred important books and the exchange of knowledge and
experiences through Euro-Arab meetings between specialists in human
and social sciences, and also between young researchers. All this in the
context of a reflective dialogue between cultures.

Cultural authorities have founded the Bahraini National Folk Dance Troupe.
Dance in Bahrain has embraced and incorporated individual, cultural, and
stylistic elements in an ever-changing kaleidoscope that draws from and
contributes to artistic, social, religious, cultural, and even political realms.

3 locations, 3 Stories
- At Bahrain Fort with the Dilmun civilization.
- At Bu Maher Fort with the story of Pearls.

- At Sheikh Salman bin Ahmed Al Fateh Fort / Riffa, with the story
of the ruling family.
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Culture & Antiquities

SAVE THE DATE

Arab Tourism Day Celebration
February 25

April 18

International Museum Day

December 18
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